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Purpose: Think Biggest!

M31 Andromeda 
Galaxy + Satellites



1. Kenyan Astronomical Organisations and Activities 

2. Personal Initiatives 

1. Skywatching Events (including outreach) 

2. Workshops 

3. Astrophotography Examples 

3. Kenya's Equatorial Advantage 

1. Potential for Astrotourism 

2. Launch Pads 

3. Space Elevator

Outline



Kenyan Astronomical 
Organisations and Activities



(not exhaustive)

Kenyan Astronomical Organisations and Activities (1)

• Kenya Space Agency (KSA) 

• National space policies and 
programs. 

• Many partners in industry, NGOs, 
startups, foreign space agencies. 

• Events: Space Expo, ecosystem 
meet-ups. 

• Malindi Space Centre 

• Space Museum



(not exhaustive)

Kenyan Astronomical Organisations and Activities (2)

• Universities / Science orgs 

• Astrophysics and related 
bachelor and master 
programs at UoN, TUK, 
others? 

• Rocket development by 
Nakuja project at JKUAT. 

• Kenya Optical Telescope 
Initiative



(not exhaustive)

Kenyan Astronomical Organisations and Activities (3)

• Orgs doing Outreach, Education, 
Skywatching Events 

• Leo Sky, Travelling Telescope, 

• Societies, Communities 

• Kenya Space Society 

• DarkSky.org and its working 
groups 

• SkyWatch Society 

• Amateur Astronomer Society 
of Kenya

https://night.ke

http://DarkSky.org
https://night.ke


Personal Initiatives



Skywatching Events



Workshops



Astrophotography

M42 - Orion Nebula  
and neighbours

Telescope + Mirrorless Camera



Astrophotography

M20 -Trifid Nebula

Telescope + Mirrorless Camera



Astrophotography
Telescope + Mirrorless Camera

NGC 3628, M65, M66 Leo Triplet



Astrophotography
Telescope + Modified Webcam (and some plumbing)

Jupiter

with 
Io



Astrophotography
Telescope + Smartphone

M31 Andromeda 
Galaxy + Satellites



Smartphone Only

Central Milky Way

Astrophotography

Southern Cross on Shags



Smartphone on Binoculars

Astrophotography



Kenya's Equatorial Advantage



• Kenya  

• On the equator 

• Large parts at high altitudes 

• High mountains 

• Arid climate 

• Good infrastructure (comparatively)



Where’s the Kenyan Option?
Potential for Astrotourism



KSA, others are thinking and working on that

Launch Pads
Scotty, shoot me up



Scotty, drive me up

Space Elevator

Source: ISEC



How to build it
Space Elevator

Source: Model and Optimization of the Tether for a Segmented Space Elevator, Luo et al, Aerospace 2022, 9(5), 278 



Challenges / Competitions

Space Elevator

• International Competitions: 

• NSS Co-Sponsors Space Elevator                   
Academic Challenge 2025 

• https://warr.de/projekte/euspec/ 

• In Kenya? — I’ve suggested to KSA, 
TheTechChallenge

https://warr.de/projekte/euspec/


Thank You!

Connect: 

• https://night.ke 

• dark@night.ke 

• @databu (X, Instagram, Telegram) 

• Kenya Space Society:             
https://linktr.ee/kenyaspacesociety

M33 Triangulum Galaxy

mailto:dark@night.ke

